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The plebeian productions that have 
lately appeaiej In some ot our noi tliern 
couiilifs, inrtiiig as ihey may be 
in iheiiiselvcs, are a presumptive 
piouf that civiiizatioii and taste, 
silent and soft as tne dew drop on 
the roses stem, are gradually des- 
cending from tlie archil reve to tbe 
peiicslai ot the social coiuma. Ed)u- 
I»us ot' obtaining a small portion of 
tlie applause he hears bestowed on 
illustiioLis genius, the aspiring rustic 
writes and publisues. '1 his awakens 
a cui:osi'.y to read in bis less in- 
telligeiit neigiibuur ; he purcaa>es the 
simple volume, and lends it, because 
he tikes it ; as his understanding im- 
proves, lie advances to works of 
greater importance, and lends them 
loo; and so on, buying, borrowing, 
and lending, till the usetul knowledge 
with which his mmd is stored, is 
dis^'Hiinated among all his acquain- 
tances. Let us then not withold our 
subscriptions from M'Kenzie, lest we 
lind too late that we thus nipt merit 
ill the hud, which it would have 
I'een our interest, and our honour 
to protect. As in law, it is reckoned 
a less mistake to let ten criminals 
escape, tUan to condem one innocent 
suUerer; so in liieralure it is nobler 
to let several insiguilicant productions 
appear, than to consign a single me- 
ritorious one to oblivion through 
prejudiced iieglect. M;?cesa'S. 



For the Belfasi Minithly Magazine. 

£IR JOHN TALLVHO AND MB. FREEMAN. 

Mr. Freeman. I congratulate yon, 
Sir John, upon the recent iiccession 
to vour income, though I regret poor 
Kobert Thomas; he was a very hon- 
est man. 

Sir John. Yes, and a very abste- 
mious one into the bargain, fhe fel- 
low never would get drunk at fairs, 
like bis neighbours, and so kept up 
his last lite in the lease, till I thought 
be intended to convert the tenure 
into a perpetuity. 

Mr. treeniun. He was a good 
neighbour, though not perliaps a jo- 
vial one ; the poor people who held 
Bn;ler him, in ad'lilion to the loss of 
liieir valuable interest, have to lament 



a steady friend, \rho asiisted them 
upon every emergency. 

Sir John. Nay — not upon every em- 
ergency : 1 remember when Phil. 
Blackingly, who involved himself by 
horse- racing, wanted to 1 rrow fifty 
pounds from him, he absolutely re. 
fused to lend the sum, though t offer- 
ed to join in the security. 

Air. freetnan. iVue, he often said 
that l^hil. was incorrigible, and that 
to lend him money was only to pam- 
per his unhappy passion for the turf; 
but dout you recollect that after Phil's, 
death, be advanced his widow sfil50 
interest free, tor two years, to assist in 
Settuig her up in business. 

Sir John, i have some vague re- 
colleclion of it; yes, iie was a man &f 
a peculiar cliaritable way of thinking, 
his compassion was deep rather than 
rapid, it did not flow with the quick- 
ness of Goldsmith's Pastor. 
" Whose pity gave ere ctiarity began." 

Mr. Freeman. Such pity is more 
calculated to operate as a sentiment 
than a principle ; but this department 
of benevolence so often abused, re- 
quires more elucidation, than 1 am 
ai preseiit inclined to give it. I am 
come a suitor to you on behalf of 
Joiin Manning, oae of the poor sub- 
tenants of Thomas ; he hopes you 
will give liim a lease of the land he 
has been so long in possession of, and 
will pay you whatever increase, con- 
sidering the circQiiistances, may be 
tliought reasonable. 

Sir Joint. My dear Sir, it grieves 
TJe to decline any recommendation of 
yours, but consitier how I am situated: 
were I to accede to Manning's pro- 
posals, I should have all the otiier 
suhtenauts on my hands. 

Mr. Freeman. And suppose on the 
same terms of their paying a fair 
advance, you had them all upon your 
hands where v«ould be tlie harm? 

Sir John. 1 rouble, my dear Sir, 
I detest, and to me there is nothing 
so troublesome as petty accounts with 
peity peo|)le, and my agent is en- 
tireiy of my Opinion — no, they must 
all march— 1 have advertised the lands, 
and 1 have already received pro- 
posals from two or three solvent people. 

Aj'r. Freeman. But if the occupying 
tenants pay you as much as the Strang- 
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et, who has given in proposals for 
the land, will you not give theiu 
tlie preference? 

Sir John. Yoii must excuse me ; 
even at the rist of my popularity 
as a patrou of middle men. I am 
determined to convert the many 
small holdings into one large farm uf 
live hundred acrts, and let it to a 
single tenant. 

Mr. J-reeman. Had your estate 
been originally so divided into such 
extensive portions, 1 should not have 
presumed to recommend their sub- 
division. I know many advocates for 
large farms, who support their iheory 
wiih very plausibie, ami pertia|)S 
conclusive arguiiients; but give me 
leave to say tliat in this particular in- 
stance 1 think the dispersion of these 
poor people a measure not merely 
harsh, but in reference to the public 
good, impolitic. 

Sir John, liarsh, my good friend ! 
nay it cannot be termed harsh, they 
have used my land, and 1 have spent 
the rents they paid me; "the world 
is all before them where to choose 
their place of rest." 

il/r. Freeman. By no means, the 
world cannot be said to be all before 
him whose local adachnienis are es. 
tablished, and whose rtsidence is en- 
deareil to him by every tie which 
can most strongly bind Die human 
heart ; he who has built a house, and 
under its roof experienced all the 
delights, and the no less endearing 
anxletie3 of domestick life, cannot 
turn his back upon his dwelling without 
experiencing a pang which no gener- 
ous heart would wish to inflict. 

Sir John. I'll allow there may be 
some harsluiess, but where is the im< 
policy? 

Air. Freeman. The impolicy in my 
mind, consists in breaking the strong 
links of atfectioBate atlachment be- 
tween man and his native country ; 
he who has lived where his ancestors 
have lived, and who is deterred from 
the commission of wrong, not merely 
by the dread of law, but by the fear 
of imputed degeneracy, will be a more 
valuable subject, and a belter member 
of the community than the stranger 
who is unknown to the neighbour- 
hood where he comes to reside, 

Sir John. But surely the necessity 



of establishing a viiaracter is so im- 
perious, the Jiidividu;il from motives 
of self inlerest, will, wiiert- ver he goes 
endeavour to attain it. 

AJr. Freeman. But why di-piive 
bim of one of the slrongesl motives, 
the example of those who hare "one 
before hun, and the desire to emoiale 
it? 

Sir John. Besides it has bi'Pii urov- 
ed that the system of large tarins is 
beneficial to a country, and small farms 
the contrary. 

Mr. treeman. Yes, Sir John, all 
that and much more has been proved 
satisfactorily upon p;iper, but its piac- 
tical application to any country, and 
especially to Ireland, is by no means 
ecjually conclusive. Swift, above a 
ceuiury ago, asserted that no maxhn 
of general policy refeirible toother 
countries was applicable to tliis, its 
population was not power, nor its 
terlility wealth. 

Sir Jolui. But now the case is 
altered. 

Mr. Freeman. Verv little, if we 
may judge by the best criterion, the 
comfurt and the prosperity of the 
lower classes. Government is reflect- 
ed in the faces of the poor; if mel- 
aucholy depresses their countenances, 
and huh disligures tiieir dwellings, 
depend upon it, that tliere is some- 
thing deiective, rddically defective, 
in tiie adminisiration of p'ublic atfiirs; 
nor will tlie matter he mended bv 
an indulgence in theories, on tlie part 
of Irish gentlemen, uiisdiielioncd bv 
the only true test, long and actuil 
experience ol their good ellects. 

Jiir John. Surely you w ill not 
deny this same actual experiente has 
been fully verified in Knglaud. 

Mr. Freeman. Sujipu ing that to 
be the case, of which i liave doubts, 
you will equally allow that tiie ten- 
ant right in lingland is iiiMiormly 
rcspccied; all timt remain, to En". 
laud of real strength arises from ad- 
Jierence to this ciisioii), «hiie her 
weakness may be aUnbuted to her 
casual departure frcni U; the people 
are attached to their country, and will 
therefore defeiwl it; the niiddle and 
the lower classes, tlie real strength of 
the state, are not at the mercy of 
every capricious land-holder, who in 
toutormity with a system, disbands 
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in Afemoires d' agriculture, par la So- 
ciete de Paris, 1785, trimestre d'au- 
tmnne page, 127, lias also recoin- 
meiuied tlie Cultivation of the broom 
under llie name of geritt d'espagne 
and has eiiuuieraled tiie many uses 
to which it may be applied. The 
people of Lower Laiiguedoc especi- 
ally ill the neighbourhood of Lodeve, 
make of it table cloths, shirts, and 
otiier articles of dress. From the 
above extract, you will see that the 
maiiufaciure of flax fbom broom, has 
long been carried to perlection in that 
part of France, and it is probable 
that other countries may at ihis mo- 
meat be employing it in the same 
way. Mr. riall however deserves 
the' thanks of his counliymen for 
calling their attention to the manu- 
factory of an article, tliat has hith- 
erto ii» these kingdoms, been consi- 
dered as of little use. 1 am, gen- 
tlemen, &c. Z- 



ft troop of faithful adherents, and gives 
their possessions to a stranger, who 
acknowledges only the common bonds 
of duly, but feels none of those live- 
lier sentiments whicn bind the tenant 
to his lord, and both to their coun- 
try . 

'sir John. You grow vfarm. 

Mr. freeman. My inliniale ac- 
quaintance Vfith your Fatiier, and my 
regarti for you, from a child, must 
plead my excuse with you for the 
earneslne.is into which this subject al- 
ways betrays me. 

Sir John. My dear sir, make no 
sjKilogy, 1 respect your zeal, and 
atlmire your energy ; but I lliiiik I 
shall be able coolly to prove to you 
that In Ireland, morethan anywhere 
else, the destruction of small farms 
should be particularly accomplished 
to che'ck if possible that over popu- 
lation, the source of all our inistor- 
tunes. 

Mr Freeman. You are a disciple 
of Mallhus. 

Sir John. A true and zealous disci- 
ple, Wr. Freeman; tomorrow we 
will renew our conversation, I must 
now hurry away to give directions 
about the levelling of some old cot- 
tages upon a farm of which 1 have 
just now got tlie possession. I hope 
soon in the same way to demolish 
Robert '1 hoiiias's hovels — yes, yes — 
Mr. Freeman, whatever it may cost 
tiur feelings, we must check the over 
population of Ireland. 



To tlie Proprietors of the Belfast Magastine. 



Ti> Ike Piiiprielors oflfie Belfast Mofazine. 



OENTIEMEN, 

IN your Magaziue for la'^t motith, 
page 457, you give an extract 
tioni the i'hil Mag. vol. 34, page 
378, respecting a method ol oblani- 
ing flax from broom, by Mr. Hall, 
wlio it appears claims the discovery 
as his, ami of course announces it 
to the world as new. If lie does, 
be is wrong,* as it has been long 
known in iraucie, for Mr. Broussonet, 



* That the use of broom fl»x has been 
louj fcn'UVii, and cmiseqiientiy was not 
di.foie.ed by Mr. HhII, «as noticed in 
tM leuiarks, on the abridguieiit of his pa. 



ON INDIAK CORN AUAPTED TO A COLD 
CLIMATE. 

PROBABLY the information con- 
tained in thefollowuig extract of 
a letter may be acceptable to some 
of your readers. At least it will show 
the liberality of the late American 
president, and that whatever measures 
he niay find himself forced to pursue 
as a statesman, he is still a philan- 
thropist in his wish to add to the 
means of subsistence of the inhabi- 
tants of the British isles. " A letter 
has been received from Mr. Bradbury 
wlio went out to collect plants in 
America for the Botanic gardens of 
Liverpool and Dublin. He has been 
with Mr. Jefferson, who enters very 
warmly into the plan, and has offered 
his garden as a depot for any plants 
he may collect, which he will, should 
there be a war, send to Liverpool. 
He also informed Mr. Bradbury that 
Captain Lewis, whom he, when 
President of the United States, sent 

per, in our 17th number, |).457 ; we at* 
h >wer« r obliged to Z 1m the above parti- 
culars ill coulirinatiOH of uur tunner state- 
iDtBt. B.M.M. 



